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Purpose: 
 
To provide information regarding the possibility of consolidation of schools in the Deep River 
Family of Schools. 
 
 
Background Information: 
 
The Renfrew County District School Board has identified three key outcomes that guide decision-
making:  excellence in teaching and learning; safe, caring and respectful learning environments; 
and wise use of resources.  The Province of Ontario determines the financial resources available 
to the Board and as most grants are based upon the number of pupils, enrolment decline results 
in a need to reduce expenditures. 
 
In light of enrolment decline, the Board may initiate pupil accommodation reviews to determine 
the feasibility of school consolidation and closure.  Reviews are conducted in accordance with 
Board Policy 15 - Pupil Accommodation and guided by the following principles: 

• That programs and services for students are preserved or enhanced; 
• That schools provide a safe environment conducive to learning; 
• That resources made available for education are used to improve the quality of 

education. 
 
 
Current Status: 
 
The Board last conducted a pupil accommodation review in the Deep River Family of Schools in 
2004-2005 and closed one school facility so that students from JK-6 are accommodated at 
Morison Public School and students from 7-12 are accommodated at the Mackenzie High School 
site.  The Keys building was deemed surplus to the needs of the Board and proper notification of 
disposition of property was given to other agencies in accordance with Ministry of Education 
regulations.  The Keys building is currently leased to AECL and there has been an expression of 
interest to locate childcare within Mackenzie. 
 
Enrolment in the Deep River Family of Schools has declined from 961 pupils in 2003 to 759 
pupils in 2007-2008, and projections indicate reductions in student population in the future.  
Currently, annual operating costs are approximately $675,000 and projected capital renewal 
costs for the next decade are in excess of 12 million dollars.  Capacity exceeds enrolment such 
that 46% of existing school space is deemed surplus. 
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Attached are reports which provide data about each school: 
• Summary of Enrolment and Space Needs 
• Graph of Ten-Year Enrolment Projections 
• Summary of Staffing and Program Support 
• Summary of Annual Operating Costs 
• Summary of Projected Long-Term Facility Renewal Costs (with graphs) 

 
Board Policy 15 - Pupil Accommodation provides direction regarding activities and minimum 
timelines for an accommodation review.  Should the Board initiate an accommodation review by 
resolution at its June meeting, adherence to timelines would result in the following: 

• Appointment of the Accommodation Review Committee (ARC) in August 2008; 
• Initial work of the ARC in September 2008; 
• Public consultation beginning late October (no fewer than sixty (60) days - excluding 

summer holidays - from the date of the Board resolution); 
• Consultation period of a minimum of ninety (90) days including no fewer than four (4) 

public meetings; 
• Final report of the ARC in February; 
• No fewer than sixty (60) days’ notice of the meeting at which the Board would makes its 

determination. 
 
The earliest date that the Board could be in a position to make decisions about school 
consolidation and closure would be at its April 2009 meeting. 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. THAT the Renfrew County District School Board conducts a review of pupil 

accommodation within the Deep River Family of Schools planning area, including 
Mackenzie High School (currently accommodating Keys Public School and Mackenzie 
High School) and Morison Public School; 

 
2. THAT the Renfrew County District School Board directs administration to prepare 

additional financial reports on Ministry grants in advance of appointing an 
Accommodation Review Committee (ARC) in accordance with Board Policy 15 - Pupil 
Accommodation in the fall of 2008. 

 
 
Report prepared by:  Eleanor Newman 
 
 
Attachments 
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