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Dear Parents and Guardians of Grade 9 MVDHS students,



January 20, 2012
I had a reason to speak by phone with a few parents recently over their sons and daughters missing a Science test. Some were legitimate absences, and some were not, as is generally the case. However, what I wanted to share with you is how much easier and effective it felt to call the parents on my list whom I had already met and had a conversation with at some point. Several of those conversations took place around the Parent Council meeting table, and I thought I should encourage you, now while your son or daughter still has 3 or 4 years left at MV, to come to a Parent Council meeting and consider getting involved in this small way. The MV Parent Council meets only four times per year - September, November, February and May - and generally for no longer than an hour. The upcoming meeting on February 15th (5:00 pm in Room C121) would be an interesting one with which to start. Attendees will be compiling a description of what kind of principal the MV Parent Community would like the Renfrew County DSB to hire next. I am retiring in July, and the submission of such a description is one of the rights/duties of the School Council. Contact chair Tom Smith (estoplv@yahoo.com, phone 756-1712) if you would like more information. Feel free to call me or make an appointment to come in and talk to me about anything anytime. In the meantime, there are a few things happening in January or early February that I thought you would like to know about. Thanks for your ongoing interest and support in the happenings of our MV community,

Lauren Wilson
· EQAO Math Testing takes place January 24th and 25th for Grade 9 Applied, January 25th and 26th for Grade 9 Academic, during Math class:  This will apply only to students who are taking Math this semester; the others will write their EQAO Math test in June. We request parents’ cooperation in ensuring that the student is in attendance on these dates, ideally well rested and having had a good breakfast.
· Final examinations January 27th – February 2nd:  This is probably the first time these students have been responsible for their understanding of an entire course worth of material being assessed by a formal examination. They should listen carefully to all of the hints and advice their teachers give them about how to prepare. They should use their student planner and start a study schedule. (The exam schedule was distributed before Christmas and there is a copy posted on the home page of our school website.) They should return their textbooks to their Semester 1 teachers. All teachers will give instructions about how and when this should happen before the end of the term next Thursday. All grade 9 students should, if possible, attend the following session:
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· [image: image5.wmf]Link Crew “Cookies ‘n Cram” Wednesday, January 25th 3:00 – 5:00 in Room C121: Senior student leaders will have all of the grade 9 review sheets and be prepared to help, tutor and encourage the grade 9s as they work through them together, as well as give them general study and exam preparation tips.  Link Leaders have been visiting classes to allow students to sign up for this session.  Late busses will be provided to the usual destinations (Wilno-Killaloe and Combermere-Palmer-Schutt), leaving at 5:05 on this particular afternoon.
· On the exam days, January 27th to February 2nd, busses will run at the regular times. Morning exams start at 8:45, afternoon exams at 12:05. Exams take place in the gym, with students assigned to rows according to the course for which they are writing. Students do not have to be in school when they have no exam scheduled. However, they are welcome to be here. Our Student Success room, B312, will be open every day, and all of the teachers are available for extra help or answering questions. 
· Check out, with your son or daughter, the website www.TestTakingTips.com which has all sorts of good materials for students: Study Skills & Tips, Reducing Test Anxiety, Test Taking Tips for Parents, and much more.


· to the following grade 9 students who received all Goods and Excellents in their Learning Skills (Responsibility, Organization, Independent Work, Collaboration, Initiative, Self-regulation) on their first high school report card: Theresa Paplinskie and Miranda Robbins (all Excellents!); Katlynn Aleck, Grant Burant, Danielle Coulas, Jordan Cuddy, Dustin Cybulski, Arthur Dearden, Bayleigh Dwyer, Becky Eno, Mallory Hudder, Sebastian Hudder, Caliegh Kaufman, Maikaela Keller, Megan Mask, Stephanie McCullough, Angela O’Brien, Trisha Palubeskie, Emily Pecarski, Miranda Pecarskie, Emma Phanenhour, Michael Recoskie, Abby Schaub-Coulas, Cassandra Thibault, Caitlin Watson and Katrina Yantha.
· to the following grade 9 students who received recognition in our second Striving for Excellence celebration in December: Katlynn Aleck, Riley Bray, Ethan Browne, Danielle Coulas, Karly Coulas, Dustin Cybulski, Arthur Dearden, Xander Ducker, Bayleigh Dwyer, Kyle Hein, Mallory Hudder, Caliegh Kaufman, Jessica Madigan, Megan Mask, Sarah McCauley, Stephanie McCullough, Trisha Palubeskie, Theresa Paplinskie, Emily Pecarski, Miranda Robbins, Abby Schaub-Coulas, Tyler Somes, Bethany Spina, James Trader, Caitlin Watson and Katrina Yantha.
· to the following grade 9 students who have been nominated, since the last newsletter, for our weekly acts of kindness/inclusion/community-building: Sky Archer, Miranda Robbins, Tyler Somes and Mike Stein. These blue nomination forms are available at the office for any students, staff members, or community members who would like to share an act of kindness that they observe.


· that we are trying to select our theme word for 2012-13 this month and we are open to suggestions from students, staff members, parents and community members?  Once we get a list of suggested words, we will come up with a process for selecting the one that fits best for next year.

· that we have a group of 20 community members (including four grade 9 students Sydney Kraft-Kuiack, Stephanie McCullough, Theresa Paplinskie and Tyler Somes) traveling to Baja Mexico with Hero Holidays during the March break to build a house for a poor family?  We are hosting a fundraising dinner at 6:00 on Friday, February 24th.  For $25 you can select from two gourmet Mexican menus; the food will be accompanied by appropriate music and pleasant conversation.  Tickets are available from the office, or downloadable from the home page of our website, until February 17th. 













MV GR 9 NEWS  




















Link Crew leaders sponsored an activity with the grade 9 boys on a day that the girls attended a special conference in Ottawa.








Lauren Wilson, Principal


Bo Stelmach, Vice-Principal
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Feb 3rd is a P.D. Day, Feb 6th is the beginning of Semester 2. On Feb 6th students will spend 15 minutes with each of their Sem 1 classes, and 45 minutes with each of their Sem 2 classes.








Course Selection for Grade 10





Students must choose English, Math, Science and History at either the Applied or Academic level, and Civics/Career Studies at the Open level.





In addition students must choose 3 electives from a variety available: Art, Business, Construction, Family Studies, French, Music, Phys Ed, Transportation.





On Monday, February 13th grade 9 students will attend an assembly at which they will be able to select four of these elective areas to hear more about. They will also receive a course selection sheet to bring home for discussion and a signature from their parents, and will be able to sign a copy of the course calendar out from the library. It would be great if you would take the time to read through the calendar descriptions, help select their grade 10 electives, and use the planner provided on page 15 to start planning for their senior years as well.





Sometime during the latter half of February, students will be taken to a computer lab where they will be asked to enter their course selections for grade 10. You will receive a printed copy of their selections at that point also.











